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Enrollment could approach 32,000
More students than ever are
attending UCF this semester,
and enrollment is expected
to grow to 48,000 by 2010

A

record 31,700 students were expected to fill
UCF classrooms when the fall term began
earlier this month, but the actual number
might be closer to 32,000. The final enrollment
won't be known until later in the semester.
Among the students is the most impressive and
largest freshman class in school history. In June,
UCF administrators restricted freshman applications when 14,500 potential students app-lied for the
3,500 spots available.
"We have every reason to believe the average
GPA and SAT scores will be significantly up from
any [previous] freshman class," says Susan Burritt,
associate director for Undergraduate Admissions.
An estimated 4,300 students are transferring
from community colleges after earning associate
degrees, says Dan Coleman, director for Institutional Research and Planning Support.
Not all the 31,700 students will be on the main
Jacque Brund

Enrollment is at least 31,700, including UCF's best and biggest freshman class.

Athletics complex
is field ofdreams
Build stadiums and a
bigger arena, and
major conference,
more fans will come

W

hen Associate Athletic Director Art Zeleznik came to
UCF 17 years ago, the Athletic Department had a room in the
Education Building and coaches were
scattered about in various offices.
Now, Zeleznik, who heads the
department's internal operations, is
spearheading a plan for a long cherished dream: the creation of an intercollegiate sports complex. Once completed, it could house a new basketball arena, a soccer stadium, baseball
and softball fields, tennis courts, a
track, weight rooms and practice
fields for all sports.

The dream will start becoming reality
over the next several years as Athletic
Department facilities are moved to
the northeastern side of campus, near
the current arena.
"We'll create the complex in
phases," Zeleznik says. "Right now,
we're working on the baseball field,
two practice fields for football and
two for soccer. Then we'll start on a
softball complex because we're adding a softball team."
Jay Bergman Field, named for
UCF's longtime baseball coach and
located north of the UCF Arena, is
expected to be completed in time for
the 1999-00 season. A softball field
will be adjacent to Jay Bergman Field,
with play beginning for UCF in 2001.
There will also be two infield practice
fields for both baseball and softball.

Please see ATHLETICS, page 3

Please see ENROLLMENT, page 3

Sharp student receives
UCF's 100,000th degree
Chris Sharp's college
career began on a
dare; now, he has a
master's degree

I

t's fitting that Christopher Sharp
is the recipient of the university's
100,000th degree. Serendipity has
been a major part of his college
career.
Even with, high school SAT
.scores impressive enough for a
scholarship at Florida State University, the only reason Sharp bothered
to enroll is someone dared him. And
he only stayed for love of a woman.
"After three weeks, I was over college/' he says. "But in the fourth
week 1 met my future wife,"

Please see SHARP, page 4

Jacque Brum*

Chris Sharp was awarded
UCF's 100,000th degree 29
years after the charter class
received its degrees.
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Memo

No need
to love
football
to cheer
for UCF

To: Faculty
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
Subject: Final exam schedule
I would like to remind you of Faculty
Senate Resolution 1991/1992-3, which
President Hitt and I strongly support. The
resolution reads:
It is normally expected that a final
examination be given in each course that is
taught. Recognizing that there are courses
where a final exam per se may be less
appropriate, an alternative final assessment
may be used. Faculty should provide an
explanation of their assessment in course
syllabi. Regardless of the type of mechanism employed, it is the expectation that
each faculty member will meet with his or
her class for the scheduled number of
sessions as published in the university
calendar and semester schedule, including
the final examination period.
Faculty who do not plan to have a final
exam during the final exam week are asked
to obtain approval from their chairs. Thank
you for your cooperation in this matter.
To: Faculty
From: Gary Whitehouse, provost
Subject:
Exclusive
off-campus
"coursepacks" - reminder
Based upon a student inquiry, Janet
Balanoff, director, Equal Opportunity and
Affirmative Action Office, completed a study
on the impact of exclusive rights for
"coursepacks" that have been granted to offcampus sources. The issue concerns
students with disabilities and veterans who
are negatively impacted by not having the
educational materials available on campus.
According to Balanoffs analysis, there
is discrimination against a protected class
caused by the exclusive rights approach.
She recommended that a ruling be made
that all materials recommended or required
for purchase by students must be made
available through the campus outlets as well
as others selected by faculty.
Because of this legal requirement, it is
essential that all faculty supply one copy of
all coursepacks or materials to the
University Bookstore or Computer Store, as
appropriate, at least two weeks before the
start of classes. These agencies will then
reproduce the materials and make them
available for any student desiring them. This
policy has been discussed with the deans
of the colleges and approved by them. I
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
To: Faculty
From: Roger Simmons, Circulation
Department
Subject: Library research study rooms
for faculty
One of the nicest features the Library
offers each semester is the use of reserved
study rooms for faculty members conducting
research. Guidelines for the use of those
rooms are as follows:
•Requests for the use of a study room
should be submitted to Roger Simmons,
Library, room 242. Rooms will be assigned
provided there is adequate space to meet
all requests.
•If requests exceed supply, assignments
will be made by the Faculty Research Study
Room Committee comprised of a
representative from the Faculty Senate and
the United Faculty of Florida, plus the head
of the Circulation Department.
•Keys will be issued to faculty at the
Library circulation/reserve desk.
•Eight rooms are available on a
semester basis.
•Preference will be given to individual
faculty members actively involved in
research and writing projects in which use
of Library resources is important.
Assignments are not made en masse to
departments or groups.
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Are you ready for some football? You should be — whether
you're a football fan or not.
For better or worse, college
football is more than a sport. For
more people than w e care to count
— among them potential students
and donors — football is the wind o w to a university's soul.
We, of course, know that higher
education is about research and
learning. That's

Foot loose and fancy free

Jacque Brund

Jo-el LaBorde reviews a UCF catalog while her children,
Heather and Robbie, cool their feet in the Reflecting Pond.
•The Library is a smoke-free building
and smoking is prohibited in every area of
the Library. Eating and drinking are
permitted only in the staff lounge. Faculty
are expected to abide by these policies.
Access to the staff lounge is obtained from
the circulation librarian. Disregard of these
policies will result in revocation of room
privileges and reassignment of the space.
•Library materials kept in a study room
must first be checked out at the circulation
desk. The Library staff retains the right to
inspect a room at any time. Library materials
not properly checked out will be returned to
the shelves. Repeated offenses will result
in termination of room privileges and
reassignment of the room.
•An assessment of $5 will be charged if
a room key is lost or not returned.
•The last day of the final examination
period normally will coincide with the last
day for use of the room unless prior
arrangements have been made in writing
with the head of the Circulation Department
to use the room during a semester break.
•Faculty must reapply each semester for
use of a room. There is no guarantee that a
room will be available to an individual who
qualified the previous semester. The needs
of those reapplying will be considered along
with those of new applicants.
•Two people may be assigned to the
same room depending upon demand. The
individuals involved are expected to work
out mutually agreeable arrangements.
We want to make your experience at the
Library a pleasant one. If you have any
questions or need further information,
contact Simmons at 823-5370.
To: All UCF employees
From: Mary Beth Liberto, general
counsel
Subject: 1999 legislation affecting traffic
and motor vehicle laws
During this past session of the
Legislature, Section 316.2122, Florida
Statute (FS) imposed new requirements
with respect to low-speed vehicles. The
summary of legislative changes effecting
low-speed vehicles are as follows:
1. A low-speed vehicle "may be operated
only on streets where the posted speed limit

is 35 mph or less. This does not prohibit a
low-speed vehicle from crossing a road or
street at an intersection where the road or
street has a posted speed limit of more than
35 mph."
2. A low-speed vehicle "must be
equipped with headlamps, stop lamps, turn
signal lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors,
parking brakes, rearview mirrors,
windshield, seat belts, and vehicle
identification numbers."
3. A low-speed vehicle is "any fourwheeled electric vehicle whose top speed
is greater than 20 mph but not greater than
25 mph."
Section 316.2122, FS also redefines golf
carts as "a motor vehicle that is designed
and manufactured for operation on a golf
course for sporting or recreational purposes
and that is not capable of exceeding speeds
of 20 miles per hour." Any golf cart that
exceeds 20 mph, but does not exceed 25
mph, will now be considered a low-speed
vehicle.
To: UCF community
From: Carmen Milbuta, USPS Staff
Council
Subject: Employee of the Month
There are 1,178 USPS employees at the
UCF main and branch campuses. The
USPS Staff Council, via the Employee of
the Month Committee, honors one of these
employees every month with the Employee
of the Month Award.
This is a special honor because it is a
means of giving USPS employees
recognition for a job well done. Supervisors,
co-workers and peers take part in the EOM
award process.
Chosen employees receive the award
on the first working day each month.
Members of the Employee of the Month
Committee coordinate with the person who
nominated the EOM to surprise the recipient
by decorating his or her office with a banner
and balloons. EOMs are also given gift
certificates from local merchants and
automatically become the 12 candidates for
Employee of the Year.
If you know someone deserving of the
Employee of the Month honor, please use
the ballot that appears in the UCF Report.
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Nevertheless, we
shouldn't fool
ourselves into

tOWCr

thinking that that

in itself is enough
to attract the best students and
largest financial gifts. H o w many
of us can name the university with
the top physics department? Yet,
how many of us know Tennessee
had the No. 1 football team in 1999?
Sports, especially football, is the
first introduction many, many, people have to a school. Daunte Culpepper did more to boost the perception of UCF than all the recruiting material we can produce will
ever do. And once folks start talking about the football program,
they'll take a closer look at the academic programs. Once they do
that, UCF's fine academic programs will speak for themselves.
All that said, this is the most
crucial season ever for UCF. If
we're to be considered a legitimate
I-A team, we've got to win without
Culpepper. This season, we face
the toughest September schedule
in the nation. Purdue (Sept. 4), Florida (Sept. 11), Georgia Tech (Sept.
18) and Georgia (Sept. 25) are all
ranked in the USA Today/ESPN
Poll's preseason top 25. Pull an
upset or two against those teams
and all the sudden UCF is for real.
Sports announcers across the country will start mentioning the underdog darlings from Orlando — just
like in 1997 when we gave Nebraska a scare — and fans start jumping on our bandwagon. Which,
again, means more attention to the
school as a whole.
The support of faculty and staff
would go a long way toward success on the football field. Purdue is
the first major team to play us here.
What a wonderful tone it would
set for the rest of the season if we
could get 50,000 or 60,000 fans in
the stands for that game.
— David F inner ty
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ATHLETICS, continued from page 1

Education software
donated to college
Software valued at more than $130,000 has been
donated to the College of Education by Learning
Systems Unlimited of West Palm Beach and the
American Education Corp. of Oklahoma City. The
software consists of curriculum for teaching math,
science, reading, writing, language arts and social
studies. "This is some of the most advanced instructional software at the first- through 12th-grade
levels," says M i k e H y n e s , associate d e a n of
Graduate Programs. "The programs can be used in
workshops for teachers from throughout the region,
as well as providing preservice training for our students," adds Wayne Keyes, coordinator of technology for the college.

Next in line is a soccer-track stadium with a future seating capacity of 15,000 and stands on three
sides. "We'll start with stands on one side that will
eventually seat 5,000 [fans] and house the soccer
offices underneath," Zeleznik says. "But we'll probably start with one that seats 2,000."
A facility for women's track and cross country
will be near the baseball and soccer stadiums.
South of the soccer stadium will be the Athletic
Department's administration building, which will
replace Wayne Densch I and II. The plan calls for
training and weight rooms to be located in each
sport's facility, with a master weight and sports
medicine area in the administration building.
Zeleznik says that the softball complex, stadium
and administration building could be completed in
the next year or two.
In the not-too-distant future, a covered practice
field could be placed east of the soccer stadium.
Discussions are that it will have a tent-like awning,
left open on the sides. A second covered field, half

the size of the first, is also under consideration.
A tennis complex with a clubhouse, 18 courts
and stands is planned for the southwest side of the
soccer stadium. A small parking lot between the
clubhouse and administration building will be for
employees and guests. The university's fourth
parking garage will be built near the complex.
Much of the details of the complex remain a
question mark. A development committee is gathering details of costs, design plans, sources of funding and timelines. "Everything is moving forward,
but it's hard to say what the final complex will be at
this point," Zeleznik says.
One of the last pieces — and the one with the
biggest price tag — to the complex is a new basketball arena with seating for 15,000 fans. It could also
be used for graduation ceremonies and other large
gatherings. "We'd like to think it will be built in
three to five years," Zeleznik says. "We need more
seating capacity, and not just for basketball."
— Joanne Griggs

Physical Plant asks
for on-line feedback
Got a comment or complaint about Physical
Plant? Check out the on-line form on its Web site
( h t t p : / / w w w . p p . u c f . e d u / f o r m s ) . Feedback on
services is welcome, and all correspondence are
given to Director Richard Paradise. Additionally,
there's a survey form at the site for the Alterations
and Improvements Office. Anyone who has had a
recent A&I project is asked to complete the survey.

Alumnus killed in
Army plane crash
UCF alumnus Army Capt. Tony Santiago was
killed along with four other U.S. soldiers in a plane
crash while on duty in Colombia on July 23. He was
37. "He was the epitome of an outstanding officer
and human being, possessing very high personal
and professional standards," says Betty Martin of
UCF's Army ROTC Office. He graduated and was
commissioned in December 1991. A fund has been
established for Santiago's wife and children through
the Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 10 Civic Center Plaza, El Paso, Texas 79901.

The proposed athletic complex includes a soccer stadium, basketball arena, baseball and softball stadiums, tennis courts and practice facilities.

Upcoming holiday
Don't put away the barbecue grill just yet. There's
one more summer holiday: Labor Day, Sept. 6.

This issue
This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of
Aug. 27-Sept. 2 and Sept. 3-9. It is the third issue of
fiscal year 1999-00. The UCF Report is published 23
times a year (every other week in the fall and spring,
and every third week in the summer).
Jacque Brund

T h e UCF Report
The UCF Report is a publication of the Office of
Public Relations, Division of University Relations,
University of Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090,
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, (407) 823-2504. Publication
of announcements and official memoranda about
university policy and procedures in The UCF Report
constitutes official notice to faculty and staff.
David Finnerty, editor
Sheila Anderson, editorial assistant
Barbara Butterton, editorial assistant
Joanne Griggs, writer
Susan Loden, writer
Jacque Brund, photographer
Suzanne Ball, student assistant
Anthony Felix, student assistant
Paul Wilson, student assistant
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We all scream for ice cream
Students waiting for a cool treat filled the bottom floor of the Administration
Building during the traditional Ice Cream Social, hosted by President John Hitt
at the beginning of each semester to welcome students back to campus.
ENROLLMENT, continued from page 1
campus. More than 5,000 are taking classes at
branch campuses and others are expected to have
signed up for Web-based classes.
In another sign of the times at the 36-year-old
University of Central Florida, graduate enrollment
is climbing. "This fall, we will have almost 6,000
total graduate students, including post-baccal-

aureate and continuing education. Nearly 4,500 will
be degree-seeking graduate students," Coleman
says.
The previous enrollment record at UCF was fall
1998's 30,009. Projections are that UCF's enrollment
will grow to 48,000 by 2010.
— Susan Loden
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In a class of their own
The number of UCF alumni grew by nearly 1,500
this summer with the graduation of the university's
latest class. Here are some of those new alumni
during and after commencement ceremonies on
Aug. 7.

Photos: Jacque Brund

Above, family members hug a graduate.
Right, Laurie Saltzman celebrated her
graduation with her son. Below, a graduate waves to friends and family members during a ceremony.

SHARP,
continued from page 1
Not overly enthusiastic about
his studies, he ruled out his original idea of pursuing a chemical engineering degree because he didn't
want to sit under fluorescent lights
all day. Instead, he chose to major
in criminology, with a minor in
industrial security. "I actually despised my first class [in criminology], but I kept going. It wasn't
until I got to UCF that I really took
off," he says.
Nevertheless and not surprisingly, even his decision to enter
UCF's master's program in criminal justice was nonchalant. To repay
Michell, his wife, for the two years
she postponed her studies so he
could finish his, Sharp agreed to
follow her to UCF so she could
study communication disorders
and speech pathology. "Two days
after I graduated, we celebrated
our first wedding anniversary and
moved to Orlando," Sharp says.
While Michell attended classes
(she graduated in May), Sharp
worked as a probation officer for
Seminole County.
"I kicked around the idea of
working on my master's degree
just to see where it would go," he
says.
At UCF, the somewhat indifferent student turned into an ardent
one, earning a 3.8 GPA. He also
worked as a graduate assistant,
helping with research for Bernie
McCarthy's class on terrorism and
ethics.
"Pamala Griset [associate professor of Criminal Justice] just latched onto me and got me a fellowship," Sharp .says, also crediting
McCarthy for his help. "It's really
different at UCF. The faculty interact with students more."
During commencement ceremonies in August, Sharp received
the 100,000th degree conferred by
UCF. The milestone came just 29
years after the university's charter
graduating class was awarded its
degrees.
Don't be surprised if in the next
several years, when UCF confers
its 125,000th or 150,000th degree,
Sharp isn't again sitting among the
graduates. His studies at UCF have
made him interested in domestic
terrorism and he plans to enter
UCF's Ph.D. program in public
administration next year with the
idea of staying at school for a long
time to come — as a professor.
— Joanne Griggs

Step aside FSU, we're No. 2 and climbing
UCF is expected to pass Florida State this year
to grant the second most baccalaureate degrees in
the State University System. Projections are that
UCF will award 5,500 undergraduate degrees in
1999-00, surpassing FSU's estimated 5,450.
Only the University of Florida will award more
baccalaureate degrees, projected to be 6,673. Expected to round out the top five are South Florida
(4,935) and Florida International (4,050). The state's
other public universities and the number of baccalaureate degrees they are predicted to award in
1999-00 are Florida Atlantic (3,025), North Florida
(1,776), Florida A&M (1,369), West Florida (1,290)
and Florida Gulf Coast (400).
In 1998-99, the top degree producers were UF
(6,671), FSU (5,400), UCF (5,350), USF (5,035) and
FIU (3,993), according to a report by the Florida
Board of Regents.
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Baccalaureate degrees granted in the SUS
Granted
FSU
UF
USF
UCF
FIU
FAU
UNF
UWF
FAMU
FGCU

1992-93 1993-94 1994-95
5,368
5,225
5,533
5,651
5,707
5,439
5,296
5,417
5,143
4,302
4,629
4,165
3,620
3,331
3,466
2,203
2,029
2,403
1,243
1,441
1,415
1,157
1,214
1,112
1,210
1,409
1,056
N/A
N/A
N/A

Projected

1995-96 1996-97 1997-98
5,279
5,428
5,515
6,087
6,659
6,654
5,496
5,444
5,254
4,894
5,041
5,334
3,748
3,802
3,937
2,602
2,610
2,912
1,353
1,431
1,778
1,286
1,349
1,321
1,463
1,423
1,352
N/A
N/A
18

1998-99 1999-00
5,450
5,400
6,671
6,673
4,935
5,035
5,500
5,350
4,050
3,993
3,025
2,940
1,776
1,702
1,290
1,276
1,369
1,343
400
270

Source: /-lorida Board of Regents
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"Success without
meaning is not
worth anything.
I'm most concerned
about, and take
pride in, that we're
doing things the
right way. We want
the athletes to
graduate and to
have a good
experience."
Steve Sloan,
UCF Athletic Director

Jacque Brund

2^mg of
tfje #ottren
teve Sloan is a Southern
gentleman, a straight
shooter with the look
and demeanor of his
old-time movie hero
Gary Cooper. He's humble, respected
and quick to credit coaches, staff and
student-athletes for UCF's success
during his six-year watch as athletic
director.
"Because of the dynamics of the
university and the Orlando/Oviedo
growth, I think the Athletic Department has come a long way. Not necessarily because of anything I did,"
Sloan says.
Maybe, but Sloan brings a credibility to UCF that had been missing
before he rode into town. Thanks to
his connections throughout the
NCAA, for example, the football team
has tangled with the likes of Florida
State, Nebraska, Auburn, Georgia
Tech and Purdue, and later dates are
with Florida, Georgia, Alabama,
Tennessee, Syracuse, Clemson and
Perm State.
"Steve Sloan has done a remarkable job leading UCF's athletics program into national prominence," says
President John Hitt. "Steve's national
reputation for integrity and excellence
has enabled him to build schedules
that are the envy of most [Division] IA independents and to attract unusually talented coaches to UCF."
Sloan has a long history in college
athletics, dating back to the 1960s
when he was an All-American quarterback for Alabama. After two seasons in the NFL with the Atlanta
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Falcons, Sloan returned to Alabama
as an assistant coach to Paul "Bear"
Bryant. He's remained in academia
since. He's been an assistant football
coach for the Crimson Tide, Florida
State and Georgia Tech, a head football coach for Vanderbilt, Texas Tech,
Mississippi and Duke, and athletic
director for Alabama and the University of North Texas. For spice, he also
coached golf one season at Alabama.
"He certainly has had an impact
on college athletics, in a variety of
ways," says Mark Womack, executive
associate commissioner for the Southeastern Conference. "Steve is even
better as a person than as an administrator. You won't find anyone in college athletics who doesn't hold him in
high regard."
Talk to Sloan long enough and it's
easy to understand why he's so admired.
"Success without meaning is not
worth anything," he says. "I'm most
concerned about, and take pride in,
that we're doing things the right way.
We want the athletes to graduate and
to have a good experience."
It's on that foundation — along
with star quarterback Daunte Culpepper — that Sloan and crew built a
Division I-A house of bricks in three
short years. His brightest and darkest
moments at UCF have involved football. Among his best memories is the
1997 game with Nebraska, in which,
against all odds, the Golden Knights
went into halftime beating the Cornhuskers. "That was unusual and gave
a quantum leap to the program,"

Sloan recalls. "The Nebraska fans
gave our team a standing ovation at
the end. That was very moving." And
the worst? Last season when the
Golden Knights were snubbed for a
bowl invitation despite a 9-2 record.
"We had such a good team," Sloan
says. "I hated to see that for the team.
That was probably the most disappointing thing."
As a boy growing up in Cleveland, Tenn., Sloan couldn't imagine
life as anything other than a football
player or coach. He was a good
enough quarterback to earn a scholarship to Alabama, and in 1965 was
voted an All-American after guiding
the Crimson Tide to a national title.
That same year, he was named SEC
Player of the Year.
A promising career in the NFL
ended with a shoulder injury. "I
couldn't throw anymore; I still can't,"
he says. "This wasn't really a tremendous disappointment. It gave me an
opportunity to coach sooner than I
would have."
Art Zeleznik, UCF's senior associate athletic director, was one of
Sloan's assistants at Vanderbilt in
1972.
"He was a tremendous coach and
was very concerned about the student
athlete," Zeleznik says. "He was very
upbeat, enthusiastic, knowledgeable
and a tremendous individual. As an
athletic director, he's the same."
Despite all his personal glories,
including fulfilling his lifelong dream
of competing in golf in the U.S. Senior
Open in 1995, Sloan's most happy
when UCF's athletes and teams do
well. "We're proud that all of our
teams are so competitive," he says.
"Academically, the program has done
very well."
Mary Kaufman, UCF's associate
athletic director for Administration
and Women's Sports, says Sloan has
done wonders for women's sports.
"Coach Sloan has a very strong
commitment to women's sports and
gender equity. He practices what he
preaches. He doesn't just verbalize
things, he acts," she says. "He's a
very caring person. He cares about his
staff and is very supportive of people's success. He does encourage people to reach for the stars."

And that's not just on the job. He's
the same way in his personal life.
Sloan and his high school sweetheart,
Brenda, wed 31 years ago and have
two sons. Sloan is frequently a motivational or spiritual speaker and has
authored two inspirational books,
"Calling Life's Signals" and "A
Whole New Ballgame."
"Steve is the kind of partner I
want, whether it's in building a nationally recognized athletics program
or in the next golf tournament," Hitt
says. "UCF is lucky to have Steve and
Brenda Sloan as key members of its
team, and Martha [UCF's first lady]
and I are proud to call them friends."
An avid reader and old-movie
buff, Sloan surprises even himself
when a correlation is pointed out
between the historical patriots and
heroes and the Scottish chiefs and
British kings, whose biographies he
devours and the swashbuckling
cinema knights who draw him to the
silver screen.
"I like anything about history and
I love old movies," he says. "I must
be more weird than I thought, now
that I think about this."
— Susan Loden

"He certainly
has had an impact
on college athletics,
in a variety of ways.
Steve is even better
as a person than as
an administrator.
You won't find
anyone in college
athletics who
doesn't hold him
in high regard."
Mark Womack,
SEC executive
associate commissioner

Agencies come through in difficult time
Larry Eflin will be forever
grateful to Ronald McDonald
House and Make A Wish
Foundation for their kindness

Engineering set up a table and
collected almost $5,000 for us. I
found out I had friends all over
campus that I didn't know
about."
He was also befriended by
the Ronald McDonald House
and Make A Wish Foundation.
Larry Eflin knows what it means to have his
In December 1994, Ashley
world explode and heart broken.
Eflin
received
a bone marrow transIn May 1994, his wife, Cathy, gave birth to their
plant from Candace. To be near their daughter, her
fourth child. Five days later, she was laid off from
parents stayed at Ronald McDonald House in St.
her job of 10 years. Gone along with her income
Petersburg. "We spent Christmas there and had
was the family's health insurance. Then, three
family members come from all over the country.
months later, 5-year-old Ashley was diagnosed
with a rare form of leukemia.
Ronald McDonald
House was kind
Eflin, supervisor for the
Florida State Employees Charitable
enough to provide
Water and Wastewater
Campaign, Sept. 10-Oct. 29
us with a Christmas,
Treatment Plant, continued to
including presents
work for about a month after
for all the cousins and family members and Christthe diagnosis. Trying to cope with Ashley's illness,
mas dinner. God bless them. They allowed us to be
an infant and two other children, one of them 2with our daughter."
year-old Candace, who has cerebral palsy, became
too much for the couple. "I was forced to take leave
In February 1995, Ashley came home.
without pay," Eflin says.
"We had our garage enclosed to make a sterile
environment
for her during her recuperation. Make
"I didn't work for almost a year. UCF and the
A
Wish
Foundation
allows up to $2,000 to grant
community kept my family afloat. The College of

any wish the sick child wants. Ashley's wish was
furniture for her room. They gave her a beautiful,
pickled oak, little girl's canopy bed set."
Ashley died Nov. 4,1995.
"Just now, we have some kind of normal family
life, four years later. Either my wife or myself was
with Ashley 24 hours a day when she was in the
hospital.
"I've learned more from this experience than in
the previous 35 years. It gives you a different perspective on life. It changes your priorities. I'm
finally well enough now; it's time for me to help
somebody else."
To that end, Eflin, a musician, has started
visiting and entertaining young cancer patients.
But he still chokes back tears when speaking of
Ashley.
"I want to enlighten people to what these charities actually do. They're more than just a name you
check off on a list. I feel very strongly about the
UCF community and their support for agencies that
deal with children's charities. I know there are [agencies] on that list that help people with no strings
attached. I can't tell you how much help my family
got that year."
— Susan Loden

1

Director, 'Blair Witch creators brew magic
Those welcoming the
new film director
included UCF's most
famous filmmakers
New film program director Sterling Van Wagenen had the best of welcoming committees at a reception on
campus last week — the five most
garishly successful UCF film graduates and the all-time, hands-down
world-record holders for independent
filmmaking. Returning to campus for
Van Wagenen's arrival were the creators of "The Blair Witch Project,"
which had scooped in $108 million
from moviegoers as of last week, a
record for an independent film.
Eduardo Sanchez, Daniel Myrick,
Gregg Hale, Robin Cowie and Michael Monello were here to pay homage

to the program that
gave them the
foundation for
their phenomenal
success. "It's time
for us to pay back
some of the favors
bestowed upon us
by members of the
Van Wagenen
UCF film program
and the Orlando film community,"
Hale said.
Van Wagenen's hiring coincides
with the success of "The Blair Witch
Project" and the growth of the Orlando film community. He is an Emmywinning filmmaker and co-founder of
the Sundance Film Festival.
"The Blair Witch Project" is "an
extraordinary achievement," Van
Wagenen said. "There's one reason,
one reason only why this film has
been so popular. They took material

came to UCF because of the excepand created life. No one knows how
tional faculty and students and the
to teach that. These gentlemen have
support of the film community.
found that chemistry. We want to foster that kind of chemistry that creates
"For this program to be successful,
that aliveness, that sense of mystery."
partnerships are necessary," he said.
"We intend to build on that support."
Van Wagenen went on to outline
— Joanne Griggs
plans for the film program. "We want
to expand work on documentaries. The independent
film opportunities are the
greatest they have ever
been in the 50 years of
film," he said. He promised
to discuss the social responsibility of filmmakers. "This
subject should be questioned in the university environment." Learning about
the business side of filmmaking and the use of digital film will also be part of
the curriculum, he said.
Eduardo Sanchez and Dan Myrick
Van Wagenen said he
talk with a fan.

Next project:
Engineering
Building II

Jacque Brund

Greeting the masses
Thousands of students filled tents set up on the Green during the Welcome Back
Expo on Aug. 18. Campus organizations took part in the expo as a way to greet
new and returning students. An estimated 31,700 are enrolled this fall.
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Ground breaking is scheduled today for Engineering II, a $14.4 million structure that will be
joined to Engineering I by a triangular atrium.
That connecting space in the new 100,000square-foot facility will serve as a sheltered area
where students and UCF partners can display
research projects.
Engineering II will reflect the "many partnerships we've had with industries and government," says Engineering Dean Marty Wanielista.
"Expansion of the engineering complex will provide opportunities for greater interaction with
local, state and national agencies and will
expand our creative abilities in the teaching and
research areas."
The plan is to move most labs and testing facilities from Engineering I to Engineering II when
it is on-line in mid-2000. Engineering II will be
equipped with wireless communication devices.
It will also be home of two campuswide, multimedia classrooms.
— Susan Loden
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Welcome

Employee
of the
month
Name: Shirley Sheppard
Title: Office manager
Department: Chemistry
Job description: Responsible for all
administrative aspects, including travel,
payroll, personnel and budget matters;
assists the chair of the department with
reports as well as other duties; oversees
office staff and students; and works
closely with the lab manager.
Length of service: 16 years
Background: Began working at UCF in
1971 in the President's Office. She stayed
three years, then moved out of state.
Returning in 1986, Sheppard spent two
years in what is now Continuing Education and
then served as office manager for the Nursing
Department. She has been with the Chemistry
Department since 1990.
Hobbies: "I have two children and three granddaughters who live in the area, so I see them
often. I enjoy music and have taken piano lessons
in the past, and I'm also a songwriter." Trowbridge Publishing Co. in Nashville, Tenn., pur-

Jacque Brund

chased two of her songs; she is hoping they will
be recorded soon.
Quote: "I have worked for two universities [UCF
and the University of Pennsylvania] and simply
enjoy this type of academic environment. The
people here are wonderful to work with and the
professors are great. It's a close-knit, familyoriented group."
— Suzanne Ball

Caught in th

Sean Adams — assistant professor, History; Patricia
Angley — visiting instructor, English; Steven Bianco —
assistant ticket manager, Athletics; Patricia Birkhead —
visiting instructor, English; Mary Lou Brunell — visiting
instructor, Nursing; Gordon Chavis — executive director,
Admissions; Todd Cherry — assistant professor,
Economics; Lorea Clark — office assistant, Veterans
Affairs; Steven Condly — assistant professor,
Educational Foundations; Varsha Das — coordinator,
Computer Applications; Catherine DeCorte — visiting
instructor, English; Stephanie Dellande — assistant
professor, College of Business Administration; Lori
Dunlop — visiting instructor, Mathematics; Tosha Dupras
— assistant professor, Sociology and Anthropology;
Jillana Enteen — assistant professor, English; Robert
Ford — visiting instructor, Criminal Justice; Craig Friend
— assistant professor, History; Melissa Frye — assistant
professor, Finance; Alvin Goffin — visiting instructor,
History; Arup Guha — visiting lecturer, Computer Science;
Steven Herren — assistant ticket manager, Athletics;
Meredith Howard — senior clerk, Student Health
Services; Kelley Kinue — telephone systems operator,
Telecommunications; Samuel Lawrence — assistant
professor, Communication; Paul Maiden — associate
professor, Social Work; Mariadelaluz Matus-Mendoza
— assistant professor, Foreign Languages; Cecilia
Milanes — associate professor, English; Bill Morton —
visiting instructor, English; Patsy Moskal — research
associate, Distributed Learning; Lisa Mulkey — senior
printing equipment operator, Business Services; Jennifer
Mundale — assistant professor, Philosophy; Lucile
Padgett — receptionist, Institute for Simulation and
Training; Joseph Patte — visiting assistant professor and
business manager, Theatre; Jonathon Perry — assistant
professor, History; Patricia Russom — telephone
systems operator, Telecommunications; Regina Sadono
— visiting assistant professor, Theatre; Mitrabarun
Sarkar — assistant professor, Marketing; Daryl Schuster
— visiting instructor, History; Nancy Stanlicle — visiting
instructor, Philosophy; Barbara Turnage — assistant
professor, Social Work; Cheryl Wienke — intern
supervisor, College of Education; Annie Wu — assistant
professor, Computer Science; Mark Young — professor,
Educational Services.

Kudos
David Brunner and Stella Sung of the Music Department are ASCAP Award recipients. The cash awards are
made by the American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers. They are granted by an independent panel
and are based upon the prestige value of each writer's
catalog of original compositions as well as recent performances of those works in areas not surveyed by the
society.
Keith Koons, associate professor of Music, performed
as a clarinet soloist at the International Clarinet Association's ClarinetFest in July in Belgium. He performed
"Homage a Klose" and "Basso Ostinato." He served as
coordinator and judge for the Research Presentation
Series during the conference.
Pamela Hammons, assistant English professor, published
"Despised Creatures: The Illusion of Maternal SelfEffacement in Seventeenth-Century Child Loss Poetry."

Photos: Jacque Brund

Provost Gary Whitehouse
talked with Student Orientation Team members during a reception in their honor
on Aug. 13. In all, 50 university offices participated in 25 orientations for 6,800 new
students and 2,400 family members since April.

Teresa Gerber
(right) received
the Dr. Bill Brown
Scholarship from
the UCF Panhellenic Council
earlier this month.
Sandy Baker of
the Greek Council
presented the
$500 check, given
annually to a female graduate
student.
FRIDAY, AUG. 27, 1999

Judith Hemschemeyer, associate English professor,
published "In The Grip of Strange Thoughts: Russian
Poetry in a New Era" and the essay "A Poet and Her
Country" in Poets Reading, The Field Symposia. She
presented readings from fiction, poetry and translations
at the Writers Series at Rollins College.
Dan Jones, associate English professor, received the
College of Arts and Science Excellence in Undergraduate
Teaching Award in spring.
Anna Lillios, associate English professor, presided over
the Florida College English Association Conference in St.
Augustine in February.
Kenneth Sheinkopf, Florida Solar Energy Center, has
been elected secretary/treasurer of the organization. He
will serve on the executive board of the association which
promotes solar energy education in cooperation with the
International Solar Energy Society. Sheinkopf has also
been named chair of the 2005ISES Solar World Congress.
Richard Turkiewicz, director of Public Safety and Police,
presented "Importance of High Technology in Campus
Security" at the 41st annual International Association of
Campus Law Enforcement Administrators Conference in
San Diego in June. More than 300 national and international campus law enforcement administrators attended.
He has been nominated by the European Association of
Campus Security Administrators for an international award
recognizing professional ability.
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CALENDAR
August
29 '
Music: Gary Wolf, piano,
Rehearsal Hall, 3 p.m., $7.50.8232869

30
Recreational Services: NFL pick
'em sign-up deadline; Fantasy
football sign-up deadline. 8232408

31
Reception: New women faculty,
hosted by Women's Studies Program, Student Union's Charlotte
Harbor room, 4-5:30 p.m. 8236502

September
1
Art (Library Exhibits through
Sept. 30): "Arabic Splendor," by
International Student Services;
"Visions Reunited: A Group Show
of Seminole County Artists," by
Mindy Colton; "International
Student Fair," by Bassam Khoury;
"Essential Books by Black
Writers," by Jackie Perkins;
"Sexual Assault Awareness
Month," by Erin Brown.

Mark your calendar
for Homecoming '99
It's never too soon to start planning for Homecoming. This
year's week of events is Oct. 24-30. Among the activities are
the Alumni Golf Tournament at the Orange County National
Golf Center, a carnival at the UCF Arena, the Black and Gold
Gala at the Hard Rock Cafe at Universal CityWalk, the Spirit
Splash and Homecoming Hullabaloo on campus, a parade in
downtown Orlando, and, of course, the Homecoming football
game in the Citrus Bowl. For information, call the Office of
Alumni Relations at 823-2586.

Art exhibit shows
off Seminole's talent
The Seminole County Artists Group will present "Vision
Reunited" at the UCF Library, Sept. 1-30. The group, formed
in 1997, is comprised of accomplished artists and a few
newcomers. The UCF show will feature two-dimensional
cross-sections of their work. The group's first presentation
two years ago was "Celebrate the Vision," and was a collection
of paintings, sculpture, photographs, graphic and digital
works, and stained-glass pieces. Most of the original members
remained with the group. For information, call the Seminole
County Cultural and Creative Arts Directory, 328-4722.

Recreational Services: Flag
football, punt, pass and kick
competition, golf scramble, signup deadline. 823-2408
Star gazing: Robinson Observatory public viewing, 7:3010:30 p.m. free. 823-2805

Music: Nora Lee Garcia, flute, and
Eladio Scharron, guitar, Rehearsal
Hall, 8 p.m., $7.50. 823-2869
Recreational Services: Community volleyball sign-up deadline.
823-2408

4
Sports: Football vs. Purdue,
Citrus Bowl, 7 p.m. 823-1000

7
Lecture: Learning Institute for
Elders — "Checks and Imbalances: The Changing Power Relations Among the Branches of
Federal Government"; "Creating A
Mixed Regime." 249-4778
Recreational Services: USTA
team tennis and basketball signup deadline. 823-2408

8-10
Blood drive: campus, starting 10
a.m. 849-6100

Meeting: Faculty Senate Steering
Committee, Phillips Hall, room
206, 4-5:30 p.m.
Theatre (through Sept. 19):
"Importance of Being Earnest," by
Oscar Wilde.

15
Star gazing:
Robinson
Observatory
public viewing,
7:30-10:30
p.m. free. 8232805

For a more complete calendar,
check out the universitywide
listing on the Web (http://
www. ucf.edu/pubrel/).

CLASSIFIED
For Sale
Bike, boys DYNO VFR, front GT pegs attached. Great
condition, $75. David, 384-9405.
Binoculars, Mercury, 7x50, lightweight custom model,
aluminum body, coated optics, perma-lock prisms. Carrying
case with strap included, $50 obo. 823-5344.

r

Camera package, Minolta Maximum 5000 camera.
Package includes flash attachment, a 70-210 zoom lens
with case, a 50 millimeter lens, filter, and camera bag. Works
great. Excellent condition. Package price $250. Marybeth,
568-5730 after 5 p.m.
Condo, 3/2, completely remodeled, directly across from
NASA launch pads on the Indian River, 27 miles from main
campus and 5 miles from Brevard campus. Great view
Partially furnished. $89,500. 823-6040 or (407) 633-5554

Ballot to Spotlight
Employee of the Month

~i

Motorcycle helmet, cover for Yamaha, small microwave,
small refrigerator, some home interior items, etc. Joy, 8235642.

Piano, 1920s upright, well-tuned Rosewood. Needs
refinishing. Very heavy. Will take offers over $300. Loveseat,
$200, Whirlpool, 17 cu. fridge, runs great, $150. Dee, 8236505 days, 677-4391, evenings.

(name)

(campus address)
Soda machine, coin operated. Holds variety of 8 different
12-oz. canned selections. Make offer. 695-4416.

to be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been a USPS employee at
least two years.) Any employee, including faculty and A&P, may nominate a candidate on the basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, etc. A name submitted
remains in the pool of eligible candidates for one year.

For Rent
Townhouse, 2/2 in Whisperwood Condos on Goldenrod
Road. All amenities, well landscaped, close to everything.
Looking for renter who will treat it like own. $600 month.
Tom, 249-4798 (work) or 296-7944 (home)

Signed:
(name)
(campus address, phone)
Return to Human Resources, ADM 230, EOM.
USPS Council Web: http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/-uspstaf/
(Markenvelope "confidential")
J
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Mobile home, beautiful 3/2 on large landscaped lot w/
wooded backyard in Tuscawilla Trails. Close to UCF and in
five-star rated school district. Lots of trees and privacy. Huge
pool at clubhouse w/ plenty of amenities. Robin, 823-2162.

Motorcycle seats for Dyna, Corbin Leather Solo w/
removable backrest, new $550, will sale for $300. LaPera
Solo low profile seat, $75. 823-1953.

I nomiate:

L

Dressage saddle, girth and girth cover, $250. Assorted
tack and show clothes, all in excellent condition, individually
priced. Antique (circa 1920s) skirt tub with original plumbing,
$150. Carol, 823-2598 or 282-9037.

Vacation home, accepting fall and winter reservations for
Asheville, N.C., vacation. Lovely, meticulous, new 3/2 cedar
home. View of mountains, 20 min. from Biltmore House
and Gardens. Tastefully decorated, 2 fireplaces; wraparound
deck. Sleeps 6. Available by the week. 10 percent discount
to faculty, staff, siebert@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu or 695-4416.
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